Alveolar abscess is a term applied to any abscess having its origin in the alveolar process of either of the maxillse. It is generally due to a pericementitis occurring at the apex of the root of the tooth, and caused by the death of the dental pulp. The first pus is penc up in the apical space by bony walls, and the pressure being very great results in the rapid destruction of the surrounding osseous tissue. The pus burrows where there is least re-sistance, and on account of the cancellous nature of the bone surrounding the root, and the denser nature of the bone nearer the surface, a larger pus cavity is formed.
The pericemental membrane surrounding the apex of the tooth is even yet not perhaps destroyed; but its fibres become elongated and their meshes filled with pus; the swollen tissue forming the shreddy bag-like mass so often seen attached to the end of a root of an abscessed tooth after extraction.
Should the outer lamina of bone be perforated, the pus has then ready exit through the soft tissues. The pain now lessens, and the symptoms abate .somewhat. This may, however, be only a temporary cessation. The whole side of the face may swell up, the eye be distorted, or the jaws be so stiffened or swollen that they cannot be separated sufficiently for feeding purposes.
An Prophylaxis is of importance in the prevention of alveolar abscesses, but this belongs largely to the domain of the dentist. It should, however, be the duty of every physician, whenever he finds decayed or offensive teeth present in any patient, to impress on them the importance of visiting their dentist and having their teeth attended to. ?Dominion Dental Journal.
